ROTARACT NEWS
02/2017

News from the Rotaract Clubs and Multi-District Board
July–December 2017
Dear Rotaractors,
Almost six months have passed since the start of the new club year
and a lot of things have happened in that time.
The first months we dedicated to building up our team of 14 board
members from different clubs of Austria and Bosnia-Herzegovina.
During a teambuilding weekend we planned our Multi-District year.
In October we attended several conferences to boost Rotaract within
the Rotarian world: “Welcome to Rotary” for D1920 in Salzburg, the
“Youth Leader Summit” in Linz, “DETS” for D1910 in St. Lambrecht and the “Presidents
Conference” in Banja Luka. We attended also the Rotaract European Meeting in Ljubljana to boost
our international presence.
To ensure that our clubs are well informed and properly connected we organized the Presidents’
meeting in Vienna, Presidents’ Skype Calls and a kitchen crawl. On top of that we hosted the
“Governor meets Rotaract” events in Vienna, Banja Luka and Graz, with quite some success.
But Rotaract is also about doing social projects and this year we want to focus on 3 projects:
 Environmental Awareness-Month (April): A healthy and sustainable environment is our
future and we try to save it by e. g. collecting trash, planting trees, using sustainable items.
 Operation Happiness: Let’s help people getting a smile on their face. Any social project that
could achieve this aim is great (e. g.: “Christmas in a shoebox”).
 RFPD (Rotarian Action Group for Population and Development): We want to raise awareness
about the importance of maternity health in Africa.
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MDPC 2018 – Vienna
13th-15th April 2018
We, the Rotaract Club Wien-Graben, are looking forward to hosting the Multi-District Presidential
Conference 2018 in Vienna.
The MDPC is the annual conference of the presidents of the Rotaract Multi-District 1910/1920 and
includes the election of the Multi-District Board for the following year and various decisions on
district-projects. Not only the presidents who are entitled to vote, but also all other Rotaractors are
highly welcome to participate.
Our goal is to strengthen the spirit of the Multi-District 1910/1920 by planning an interesting,
affordable and productive weekend. We are excited to show everyone the beauty of Vienna and
let people feel the deep connection and friendship we as a club have built over the last years.
Program
After your arrival on Friday we will take a tour around Vienna to let you
see and experience our hometown.
In the evening we will dress in typical Austrian costumes before going
to the “10er Marie Heurigen”, which is a typical Austrian restaurant.
On Saturday the real conference program begins. In the morning the
conference will be open for everyone, presidents and members alike.
In the afternoon the conference will be for presidents only, as only
they have a vote on the decisions that will be made.
Additional activities
Of course there will be a fun program organized for all other
members as well. You get to choose between three different
options, a guided tour through the Brewery of Ottakring, a tour
through the Schönbrunn Palace or baking muffins and cookies at
the Ronald McDonald House Charity.
Gala Dinner
In the evening we will all join together again at the Gala Dinner in the Brewery of Ottakring and will
celebrate the 5 year anniversary of the Rotaract Club Wien-Graben until we fall asleep.
MDPC 2018
13th to 15th April 2018, Vienna
www.mdpc-rotaract.org
Registration starting in January 2018

www.rotaract.at
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District Projects
KidsCamp
The 4th Rotaract KidsCamp of our Multi-District
took place in St. Georgen im Attergau from the 3 rd
to 6th August 2017. 54 children between the age of
8 and 15 years were able to spend a holiday on
the countryside with a lot of action and fun! More
than 40 people from Rotaract, Austria as well as
Germany, and friends helped to realize this
project.
During four days, the kids were able to get creative
by creating dreamcatchers and t-shirts or put all
their energy in games, climbing and swimming. Additionally, there were a magic show and a
bouncy castle. Another highlight was definitely the visit of the local Red Cross team which showed
an ambulance to the kids and did a little first aid course. Furthermore, a team with their searchand-rescue dogs visited.
Saying goodbye on the last day was difficult for the children as well as for the helpers. We all had
a fantastic time! The big smiles on the kids’ faces and some tears at the goodbyes showed us that
the kids enjoyed their time at the KidsCamp Austria.
The next KidsCamp will be from 18th to 22nd July 2018. See you again in 2018!

KidsCamp 2018
18th to 22nd July 2018
Call for volunteers: If you want to be
part of the KidsCamp contact us!
KCOesterreich

www.rotaract.at
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District Projects
Ich helfe laufend
Dear fellow Rotaractors,
My name is Verena Scharka and I am the project
manager of the charity run “Ich Helfe Laufend”. The
7th Ich Helfe Laufend charity run will take place
on Sunday, 3rd of June 2018 in the beautiful
Augarten (park in Vienna) and we would be thrilled
if many of you participate! The run will be our
distribution to this year’s pan-European Rotaract
health project.
Social project
For the first time, the raised net profit will go to the MOKI
Vienna, a mobile children’s nursing based in Vienna, and we
hope to be able to donate as much as possible. The MOKI
supports, strengthens and unburdens the affected families in
their responsibility to take care of their ill children, thus
making their daily life at home easier.
Special team reward
The run is ideal for all clubs who are looking for a possibility to improve their teambuilding, need a
new or an additional social project or just like sportive challenges. We prepared a special reward
for the fastest Rotaract team, which can get excited about a great price: Whichever club runs the
most laps in 30 minutes, respectively 60, will take part in an escape mission game! Of course, all
participants will receive a small souvenir of their sportive achievement and charitable contribution.
Call for volunteers
Everybody who wants to join our organisation team is highly
welcome to do so! Helping hands on the day of the event
are really appreciated, too. If you are interested, write me a
short message. My contact details can be found in the app
or on rotaract.at.
Ich helfe laufend
3rd of June 2018, Vienna
Thus said: Stay tuned and stay running!
Verena
President Ich Helfe Laufend e.V.

www.rotaract.at

Signing up is already possible (early
bird offers!) www.ichhelfelaufend.at
IchHelfeLaufend
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Multi-District Board Activities
Team Building Weekend
Bad Aussee, 11th to 13th August 2017
They say preparation is everything and this
summer we made sure we are prepared!
Rotaract can be tough at times, especially
when you work in a district board that
supports two districts at once. Therefore,
having a reliable team, good communication
and a common goal is the basis for a
successful year.
This year the newly elected board team met in the beautiful town of Bad Aussee, which is
coincidently also the center auf Austria. The location provided us with a great seminar hotel, as
well as beautiful sights for good hikes!
In a three-day seminar, we discussed basics such as: What is our individual motivation for this
year? What do we want to achieve and what do we need to do? How and when will we (Rotar)act?
During these three days 12 people went through the known steps of storming, norming and
performing. At the end of the last day we couldn’t believe how much we actually discussed and
planned. In these three days, we also got to know each other a lot better, which under normal
circumstance wouldn’t happen that well, because we reside in different parts of the district.
We are confident, that our preparations will pay off and hope that this year will be as successful as
the year before!

www.rotaract.at
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District Activities
1st Presidents & Board Meeting
MD 1910/1920 North Region
The presidents and several board members of
most Rotaract Clubs in the Austrian North/East
region (Vienna & Lower Austria) gathered for a
meeting in late September to start fully
motivated and well organized into the new
Rotaract Club year.
The District Board under the leadership of
Multi-District
Representative
Elisabeth
Krassnigg
and
Assistant-Representative
Christina Brunbauer had called this meeting
with the purpose of a better connection
between the regional clubs and the possibility
to learn from each other’s success or problems.

All in all, the meeting provided the perfect
possibility to enhance the cooperation between
clubs and increase friendship and social
commitment
in
the
Austrian
Rotaract
community.

Governor meets Rotaract –
Recap
A new year a new Rotary Governor! Like every
year we invited the Rotary Governors of the
Districts 1910 and 1920 to our annual meeting
“Governor meets Rotaract”.
This event gives Rotaract Clubs the opportunity
to present themselves in front of the Governor
and other Rotaract Clubs. In turn, the Governor
gets a good impression of the activities of each
Rotaract Club and can also address current
developments within the District. Besides that,
the event is also a great way for Rotaract Clubs
to get to know each other!
This year DG Arno Kronhofer came to our
meetings in Vienna (22nd November) and Graz
(8th December). We hope the Governor enjoyed
this meeting as much as we did!

With the attendance of 12 Rotaract Clubs more
than 85 % of the region’s clubs were present
and we could work on several districtwide
project ideas together: For instance, our
planned Awareness Month for Climate &
Environment in April took more and more shape
through the detailed definition of projects within
the clubs as well as on district level.

Vienna

Throughout the evening, challenges of
individual clubs could also be addressed and
discussed on a wide basis of experiences in
other clubs.
Graz
www.rotaract.at
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International Events
REM Ljubljana
5th to 8th October

countries represented themselves at the country
booths.

This year’s Summer REM (Rotaract European
Meeting) took place at the beginning of October in
the beautiful city of Ljubljana. The event began with
a spectacular welcome party in a Skyscraper in the
middle of Ljubljana, where we had one of the most
beautiful views over the city.
On Friday the conference program was kicked off in
the morning with a social Project. We visited the
Livada Primary School and in the spirit of the
“Green” theme of Rotaract Europe this year, planted
some trees. This primary School is a very unique
and interesting example for the Slovenian society.
The cultural diversity of its pupils is 98 % and it was
awarded in 2016 with the national recognition Apple
of Quality in the category European Language Label
in the priority area multilingual schools and
classrooms – embracing diversity in schools. It is
also a EKO School which means that it follows the
principles of sustainable development and teaches
young people how to live environmentally friendly.
Later the day we enjoyed several workshops about
themes like “Youth making a difference” or the
“Rotaract Skillab”.

In the evening we went to the Opening ceremony
which took place at the Ljubljana castle – another
spectacular venue. There we also had our country
booths, where we could present our MD countries
and give other Rotaractors a taste of our local food
and drinks. It was a great pleasure that in total 45
www.rotaract.at

Saturday was probably the most important day, as
the ERIC meeting took place, where we reviewed
this year’s progress so far and voted on several
topics. We also voted on the location of the next
summer REM, which will take place in Cyprus.
After a long and fruitful ERIC meeting, we ended the
REM in the evening with the traditional Gala dinner,
which had the theme “Green Fairy-tale”. The gala
took place in the Union Hotel, which is a fine
example of the Viennese Secession style.

All in all, it was an amazing weekend where we
could build friendships with Rotaractors from all
over Europe. Thanks again to the whole HOC
team, who did an amazing job hosting us – we will
always #REMember the Dragon!
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News from the Clubs
Rotaract

Club

Banja

Luka

and

Banja Luka Gloria
The Clubs helped their local Rotarians in the
organization of the Rotary Gala Bal and presidential
conference, as well as Rotaract presidential
meeting.

Rotaract Club Banja Luka Gloria
Visiting Retirement home
In October, we visited elderly and spent some time
with them. It was a really nice experience. They told
us how much they enjoy reading, and complained
that they need books. Now we are collecting books
for them (project Library), and hope to surprise them
by the New Year.

Birthday cake
Every month, starting from October 2017, we are
donating (and planning to donate) a birthday cake
for a child in the Orphanage „Rada Vranješević“.

Rotaract Club Bihać
„Piece of Clothing for Countless Smiles“
In the first phase of the project, a container has
been set up on public ground of Bihac for disposal
of clothes and footwear, which was then, in help of
the Red Cross, donated to most vulnerable
residents of Bihac. Also 400 kg of collected clothes
were sorted by categories and genders and has
been donated to EMMAUS organization in Doboj.

Project Library
With a goal of collecting as many books as possible
for the Retirement home, in November we visited
the local Rotary Clubs, and proposed them our plan.
The Rotarians generously accepted it, and the
Clubs donated us many books. We plan to bestow
those books to the residents of Retirement club
before the New Year.
Planting a tree
Our club supported „Rotarian avenue“, project of
Rotary Club Banja Luka Gloria, and planted a
Linden tree. We hope to plant a tree in Banja Luka
every year.
www.rotaract.at

The second phase is going on currently, where the
collected clothes are being sent to „Adra“
organization – subsidiary in Banja Luka, in goal to
exchange seven tons of used clothes for 200 New
Year packages which will be distributed to poor
children and their families and children without
parental care.
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Coming next: To the cinema with buddies
After the beautiful movie night with children without
parental care which are located in one of safe
houses in the city of Bihac, this year in the month
November Rotaract club Bihac is going to organize
socializing with those children with a movie night
and snacks in cooperation with friends from
“Cinestar” movie theaters.

Considering today’s lifestyle, especially of young
people, Rotaract Club Bihac has organized
interactive workshop with focus on healthy food and
an active lifestyle. The goal of this workshop is
making young people think more about their own
health.

The first part of the workshop, dedicated to workout,
has gone through parts where participants mastered
the correct techniques of holding the body straight
and in the second part participants learned about
nutritional values of everyday groceries and partake
in process of cooking food. At the end it was
followed by tasting and gustation as well as hanging
out together later.

Rotaract Club Bijeljina
Rotaract club Bijeljina continues with the realization
of the project “Love isn’t just a word”, with the idea
to build playgrounds for children with special needs,
in every city in Bosnia where there is a Rotaract
club established. The Opening Ceremony of the
playground in Bijeljina (BiH) was held on October
27th.

The playground contains 6 playground devices for
children with special needs, but also the devices are
adapted for children with no disabilities, in order to
provide more interaction/inclusion between children.

Movember
Movember is a globaly recognized movement in
purpose of raising awareness about men’s health
control. We organized a prize game on social media
with valuable gifts regarding men’shealth.

www.rotaract.at

The project consists of a series of concerts named
"Love isn’t just a word", where the income from the
ticket sales is equally divided among the RAC clubs
participating in the project. Until now, the concerts
have been held in many cities in Bosnia, Serbia and
Austria (the final one was going to be held in
Prokuplje, on November 29th). Also, there have
been about a dozen preliminary concert
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appointments (including cities in Austria, Serbia,
Croatia, Macedonia etc).
During December, our club is planning to realize a
traditional action "You can help too", where boxes
are going to be set, in few locations in the town
(some supermarkets), for people who want to
donate food. The donated food is going to be
distributed to families who need help.

Winter 2017

That project was about children with disabilities and
the club is now working on this project that will
provide full treatment for 20-30 children from the city
of Brcko. The project will include rehabilitation,
social inclusion, education etc.
The plan is to organize an event like a festival which
will last three days, where vulnerable children from
Brcko will hang out and socialize with other children
and their peers. When the festival is over the
children will stay in a hotel that is built in purpose for
rehabilitation of those target groups of people. The
children will have a chance to educate with their
specialized professors and defectologists as well as
do training and gain new motor skills. We will deliver
more information soon.

Rotaract
Also, during December and January, our club is
going to make an action "Night of sweets", with the
idea to collect as many as possible for the little
ones. The collected sweets and other candies are
going to be donated as New Year’s and Christmas
presents to the children with special needs, and to
socially endangered families.

Club

Blue

Danube-

Niederösterreich
Learning – Helping - Partying
Rotaract Club Blue Danube Niederösterreich stands
for awesome meetings in a nice, casual and
amicable Viennese atmosphere, visits of museums
and seminars as well as social events with an
impact. We are a group of young people connected
by our Rotarian idea of learning – helping –
partying.
Learning
Our meetings with guest speakers from business,
politics, medicine, culture and other areas represent
the perfect opportunity to sit together, talk about
current topics and learn about new things on a
biweekly basis.

The Rotary club Bijeljina is going to support the
social projects from other clubs such as
"Movember" in November with RAC Varazdin from
Croatia and Rotary project "Global tree challenge"
where each member of the club will plant one tree.

Rotaract Club Brcko

This semester we already had Peter Brandner
(makro-economist from the Federal Ministry of
Finance) and Konstantin Klingler (17 year old startup entrepreneur and “Forbes under 30” personality)
as guest-speakers in our club. Many other
interesting guests are already scheduled this year –
feel free to join us!

The Club is preparing for a big project that will cost
around 3.000 to 4.000 EUR. We want to expand our
last big project which was "We rise by lifting others".

www.rotaract.at
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long-time relation- and friendships that open the
world for all involved.

Helping
In this year, our social project “Running for
Integration” connects our mission of helping young
refugees in their integration process with the
challenge of participating in the Vienna City
Marathon 2018. Furthermore, with our annual social
initiative “Buy one more”, we collect durable food
and toiletries for the “Habibi” refugee project of the
Franz von Sales church in the 19th district of Vienna.
Also, some of our club members engage in the
organization team of
“Ich helfe laufend
Spendenlauf”, which is a charity run in the Augarten
park in Vienna, aiming to support MOKI – a mobile
nursing service for kids. We believe in the idea of
helping each other through all aspects of life, no
matter where you come from or what you do.

Check out our cozy home in the heart of Vienna,
where we hold our meetings every second Tuesday
(Hotel Altstadt) and visit us on Facebook (RAC Blue
Danube) in order to find out more about us and our
events. We appreciate a Like and welcome
interested visitors who are eager to get to know us
better.

Rotaract Club Graz
Go-Cart Race, 5th of May
Like previous years, the charity go-cart race plays a
big part in our club year. The race, which takes
place on May 5th 2018 at the Styria Karting Indoor,
will support the Mobile Kinderhilfe Steiermark.
Together with the Rotaract Club Leoben, we will
supply the participants with musical entertainment,
food and drinks.
Because of the race's 10-year-anniversary there will
be quite a few surprises that will make it much more
exciting.

Partying
With the help of Rotary and all its organizations, our
members are in contact with Rotaract Clubs at
home and abroad in order to stay connected across
the borders of Austria and get in touch with people
of the same mindset all over the world. Through
national and international conferences we build

www.rotaract.at

Whoever has attended in previous years knows that
you can't miss the 10-year-challenge. Be there!

Rotaract Club Hartberg-Oberwart
Cinema under the stars
Rotaract open-air cinema 2017
This year, Rotaract Club Hartberg-Oberwart had its
popular 4th annual open-air cinema on the 12th
August. We had the pleasure to welcome a mixed
Page 11
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audience, from primary-school pupils to pensioners,
to our viewing of the French comedy “Frühstück bei
Monsieur Henri” (L'étudiante et Monsieur Henri) in
the historical atmosphere of the patio of Hartberg’s
museum.

We provided not only entertainment for our guests
there were also plenty opportunities to take care of
everybody’s culinary well-being. Just as this event is
inseparably connected to Hartberg’s event calendar,
so are Lajos and his crew providing fresh out-of-thepopper Popcorn. This year his friend Daniela
“Zuckerpuppe” Stocker pleased everyone’s sweet
tooth with handmade cream pastries and cupcakes.
Those who preferred hearty delicacies could get
some bread with a variety of our self-made spread.
To top everything off, we offered refreshing drinks
for every taste at our bar

Like every year, in the centre of all the
entertainment and cuisine, was the good cause.
After careful consideration we decided to support
Streetwork Hartberg with this year’s profits. Their
work priorities are advising and supporting
teenagers and young adults in difficult life situations,
with mental crises or school problems. In workshops
at schools, they discuss topics like mobbing,

www.rotaract.at

Winter 2017

addictive drugs or conflict management. They
emphasize on fast and unbureaucratic help,
discretion and acceptance of help-seeker. As you
can see, we are very happy to present this year’s
€ 500 to this important institution.

We are looking forward to have many more open-air
cinemas and would be glad to welcome you next
year as our guest.

Rotaract Club Innsbruck
Currently there is a lot of movement in our club. We
are getting more and more active and try to fulfil our
goal of “Rotary in Action”. For Christmas time we
started a charity project in cooperation with the
University and another one with a local Rotary Club.

In our first project we organised Christmas Markets
at the University for the last two weeks and sold hot
“Glühwein” and “Punsch” for social needs. The
markets were a total success for our club, we raised
around € 620,- . The revenue will go into a social
Page 12
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project of the “SOS-Kinderdorf” in Peru. With the
money they will buy learn materials for children with
social needs.

At our second project we will also sell hot drinks and
some biscuits for social needs. The project is in
cooperation with the Rotary Club Innsbruck-Bergisel
and takes place on the 13th of December. The
revenue will go into a local project in Innsbruck to
fight violence among the young.
On the 14th of December we will have our Christmas
celebration and look back to a successful year and
have the eye on our following projects in 2018.

Winter 2017

In September we carried out our three biggest
projects since the summer break. Firstly, we
supported the “Vinzi-Markt” in Wartberg with their
“Festivity for everyone”. Our main tasks were
building up stands for the flea market and sorting
out items that could be sold there. Further on we
donated together with the RC Bruck/Mur € 1,000 to
pastor Pucher and the “Vinzi-Community”.
At the end of September, we organised and
moderated a panel discussion around the national
council elections in Austria. The discussion, where
each major party sent one representative, took
place at the HTBL Kapfenberg, so the students
could make themselves an overview about each
party.
Straight afterwards we had the probably biggest
project since our founding. We organised a charity
concert under the theme “Love isn’t just a word”. It
took place on the 28th of September in
Mürzzuschlag, the main act was Dušan Sekulić
from RAC Bijeljina with his band. The income of the
charity concert has been used to build playgrounds
for disabled children in Bosnia.

Rotaract Club Kapfenberg sm@rt
During our summer-break three members of the
RAC Kapfenberg sm@rt took part at the Kids Camp
in Upper Austria at the beginning of August for 4
days. No doubt, that these few days were very
exhausting but the fact, that the kids had a good
couple of days pays off the whole effort.
As a still new Rotaract Club we need to get each
other known better. So, we decided to spend a few
hours in a climbing center in Spital/Semmering, to
strengthen our team spirit during the summer break.

Rotaract

Club

Klagenfurt-

Wörthersee
20th Charter Anniversary
20 years ago the Rotaract Club KlagenfurtWörthersee was chartered. This is a good reason
for a big anniversary celebration.
The event took place on 31st of October 2017 with
the theme “Oktoberfest” in the Pfau Destillery. Many
Rotarians of Carinthian Clubs as well as
Rotaractors from the Clubs of Wolfsberg, Vienna,
Graz, Ljubljana and some friends followed the
invitation to celebrate with us.

www.rotaract.at
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To more successful Rotaract years to come!

Rotaract Club Leoben
The Rotarian Valentin Latschen was happy to offer
us the premises of his distillery for this cause and
invited all guest to a Schnaps tasting during the
event.
His daughter Victoria and her mother Doris
Latschen prepared a delicious buffet made of
Bavarian dishes, e.g. roast pork and typical
sausages. Victoria who has contributed a lot to the
club as a guest in the last months and we were
happy that she finally became a club member
during the Charter Anniversary.

Flunky Playground
For the first time, the Rotaract Club Leoben hosted
an outdoor event in the summer of 2017: On May
24, the event “Flunky Playground” was held in
Leoben, Austria, using the open area of a beautiful
city park.

One of the guests was Karin Kern who was
Founding President 20 years ago. Thanks to her
efforts at the beginning the club got into existence.
As a sign of gratitude and appreciation we
appointed her an honourably member.

The evening was also about social projects and
donations for a good cause. Thus we handed over
two cheques to support Shelterbox (together with
Lucas Petritsch of RC Hermagor) and VinziBus.
Additionally self-picked and self-made strawberry
jam was sold to collect more money for social
projects.

www.rotaract.at

The event offered an open ground playing field for a
tournament of Flunkyball, and in addition
competitive plays of beer-pong in the shelter of a
roofing within the event area. Simultaneous to those
welcoming and entertaining group activities, there
was of course the possibility to just enjoy the
evening in a cheerful and festive setting. Musical
entertainment was provided by a local DJ duo,
heating up the festivities with songs and beats.
“Flunky playground” lasted from early afternoon until
far into the night - The event was concluded by a
lottery drawing, which contained a wide range of
prizes, reaching from music festival tickets to simple
goodies and gifts.
The great success of the event allowed the Rotaract
Club Leoben to support the project “Rotaract United
for Nepal” with a total sum of € 1.017,37. The goal
of this project is to rebuild a school in Tatopani,
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Nepal, which was destroyed in the course of a
disastrous earthquake.

Rotaract Club Linz

Besides many interesting personages, a video
message from the UN general secretary António
Gutterres the fact that we took a picture with our
world president was definitely the highlight.

Easter Baskets

Clublife in Linz

It all starts in Linz. We took this slogan as a word to
support the non-profit association "Linzer Lerntafel"
from its beginning on. This union is going to help
kids with learning disabilities so they can manage
school. At our last meeting we could present the
management a check with EUR 3,000 so they can
gain ground in their new office where they will tutor
these kids in future. Due to the fact that a member
of our club is working in this association, we are
able to see the progress first hand.

Prof. Dr. Michael Enzinger, president of the Vienna
Bar Association, honoured us with a presentation
which gave us an once-over in the history of
Austrian criminal law and the presence in politics
nowadays. In addition we were lucky to have Dr.
Karl Schwaha from RC Linz-Süd as lecturer. He
gave us a review of his not so planned, but
successful career. On the other hand, "Only Lukas
Makes the West Great again" was presented by
Lukas Stubbe M.A., in order to give us an overview
about the activities of the Multi-District. This year we
decided to arrange two fun-meetings (movie-night
and Halloween special) as well as so called "work
and beer" besides our regular social activities and
lectures.

Rotaract Club Lukavac
Project 1

UN Day
Likewise, our Club was represented by 5 members
at the Rotary UN Day in Geneva. Not only they
were allowed to visit the formidable UN
headquarter, but participate at various absorbing
workshops as well, for instance "Young Leadership"
and "Sustainable "Development".

www.rotaract.at

At the end of September, in the Primary School in
the town Huskici, area of Lukavac, as the entering
project of Eldin Hatic in scope of project were
children who received brochures about the
importance of physical activity. Along with
brochures the children received notebooks and
snacks. Brochures are foreseen for parents, more
precisely for raising awareness about how important
physical activity is for their children.
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The goal of this project is to educate parents and to
put accent about the time that their children live in,
that this is the 21st century and a lot of time is spent
near television, computers, smartphones, tablets
etc. and how active life is important for proper
growth and development. This action is successfully
conducted and our little ones called us to come
again in the spring where we will organize "games
without limits".

Winter 2017

Plans for next period are traditional basketball
tournament 3 vs 3 under the name "Rotary Cup" in
purpose of decorating and building a better green
surface around the town of Lukavac.

Rotaract

Club

Mödling-

Perchtoldsdorf

Project 2
As every year, our club celebrated the world day
fighting against polio. Regarding this day all our
members changed their profile pictures on all social
networks into "I want to end polio" slogans so we
can affect our society and raise awareness about
the importance of vaccination and excitement of
polio in the world. We also bought pens and printed
"End Polio Now", and distributed them to all
institutions around the city, so we indirectly
introduced one of Rotary goals to the community.

www.rotaract.at

The founding of the Rotaract Club MödlingPerchtoldsdorf took place this October. For the
current Rotaract year, Teresa Schubert has
accepted the office of presidency of the new club
and she is supported by the following board: Melina
Mazzucato (vice president), Laura Hombrecher
(secretary), Lia Haidinger (assistant secretary),
Thomas
Braunsperger
(treasurer),
Veronika
Reisinger (PR-agent), Katharina Scheele (social
representative) and Tobias Bergsmann (external
speaker representative).
Rotary’s sponsoring Clubs are RC Mödling and RC
Perchtoldsdorf, both located in Lower Austria. The
club has 22 members between the ages of 18 and
28 years. To celebrate the founding of the new
Rotaract Club, a charter party is planned in March
or April 2018.

Page 16

Rotaract MD 1910/1920 Newsletter 02/2017

Winter 2017

Rotaract Club Sarajevo

Rotaract Club Weiz

Backpack for the future:

Christkindlaktion – Christmas project

Once again we took part in this school year with our
project “Backpack for the future”. For the sixth year
we have donated fully equipped backpacks for first
grade students. This project has been our pride and
glory for years and we cannot wait for the next
school year. 

On the first Sunday in Advent we had a stand on the
Christmas market in Weiz and sold “Punsch”,
“Glühwein” and Christmas cookies for a good
cause. The raised money will be used to support the
social project called “Christkindlaktion”. This year
two local families in need will be supported to make
them forget their sorrow in the pre-Christmas time.

Rotaract Caps
Another project has come to an end. In the course
of two years we have been collecting with the help
of our friends and family, plastic bottle caps and
trading them to raise money for a wheelchair. This
project was a wonderful combination of recycling,
fun and community service.
Rotaract Bosnia and Herzegovina
First annual meeting of Rotaract clubs in Bosnia
took place this autumn in Lukavac. It is always a
pleasure to meet up with fellow Rotaractors, share
ideas, goals and have a great time.
Rotaract Holiday Party
It is the party of the year! It has been six years since
we started making the best party in town and we are
happy to host it again. All of the proceeds are going
for our Rotaract Backpack for the Future. You are
all invited 
Rotaract Zagreb Zrinjevac
Another upcoming activity is our visit to new friends
Rotaract Zagreb Zrinjevac planned for the middle of
December. Zagreb is such a beautiful city especially
during Advent. We are looking forward to meeting
new friends and expanding our Rotaract family.

Rotaract Club Tuzla and Tuzla 99
"Rotarijanka" went in great organization thanks to
Rotary club Tuzla and Rotaract club Tuzla 99 and
Rotaract club Tuzla. Governor was amazed.

www.rotaract.at

© LSPhotography http://www.lukassauseng.at

Many thanks to all visitors and customers, that
made a very important contribution to this project
with their donation.
We also thank the city marketing for granting us a
stand on the Christmas market in Weiz as well as all
club members who did not defy the cold.

Rotaract Club Wien
Chartered as the first Rotaract Club of Vienna our
members daily stand up to their commitment of
learning, helping and celebrating. Our hearts beat
for friendship, community, goodwill and the
encouragement and support of others. The 26
helping hands that currently form our Club are from
various regions within Austria such as Styria,
Burgenland, Upper and Lower Austria.
We love to learn – learn to be smart, learn to be
kind and learn what it means to be part of a Rotary
organization. Apart from learning, we love to
celebrate and strengthen our sense of community
even further by teambuilding activities such as
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bowling and club weekends to Gmunden and Graz
as we did this year.

However, what we as Rotaract members care most
about is helping and supporting others who are not
as fortunate. Throughout the year we support
various charity projects: we help out at the Rotary
“Punschstand” for muscular research, we support
German classes for refugees, we cook and hand
out dinner at the Vinzirast rescue shelter and collect
food via our annual Merkur “Buy one more”
campaign to support them around Christmas. We
love to be an active part in helping out others, not
only donating for a good cause but actually being
there in person to try and make a difference. We
always have lots of fun in planning our charity
projects and engaging our members but also the
guests of our club.

We are looking forward to a year filled with
interesting talks, fun events and charity projects
hosted by our club but also co-hosted with other
Rotaract clubs.

Rotaract Club Wien-Belvedere
As Rotaract Europe is turning 30, we are focusing
our program for this year on the 4 social topics. For
our winter semester, we picked GREEN and
HEALTH.

Our kick-off meeting was dedicated to the topic
“Recycling of electronical devices” – in April we will
follow up with an according GREEN recycling
project. Yet to come is an additional lecture about
the industrial development – Industry 4.0.
For this upcoming club year that just started we
decided to change our biweekly meeting location to
the Vinzirast Dachatelier which is above their
Vinzirast restaurant Mittendrin. The reason behind
this change was that rent is treated as a donation
for Vinzirast which allows us to support the
organization even more.

www.rotaract.at

Four the HEALTH pillar, in addition to our social
project “Louise Bus” – a cooperation with Caritas,
where we provide medical care for homeless people
– we organized a “shades tour” guided by two
homeless through the first district. Especially
striking and touching were the personal experiences
and stories our two guides shared with us.
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We are looking forward to our summer semester,
where our club activities will be all about PEACE
and GROWTH.

Rotaract Club Wien-Graben
Ronald McDonald House Charity
The main social project we have supported since
our beginning is the Ronald McDonald House
Charity. This is a temporary home for families of ill
children, who are being treated for cancer in Vienna
(at the St. Anna Kinderspital or the AKH Wien).
Every other week some of us cook there and try to
give the families some time away from their worries.

Winter 2017

Nikolo Kino
Another one of our main projects is the Nikolo Kino,
which we founded four years ago. We organize a
day at the cinema with orphans and prepare bags
filled with treats for all of them to celebrate St.
Nicholas day. Furthermore we joined the project
Christmas in a Shoebox and take part in the Job
Information Day for pupils.

MDPC 2018
As well as cooking, we are also raising money for
the construction of their new house, which is being
built in Vienna at the moment. We have already
raised 10,000 euros with our dance evening, our
flee market and our annual golf/tennis tournament.

www.rotaract.at

This year we are especially looking forward to
hosting the Multi-District Presidential Conference
2018 in Vienna. The MDPC includes among other
things the election of the Multidistrict-Board for the
following year and various decisions on districtprojects. We are excited to show everyone the
beauty of Vienna and to give Rotaractors the
chance to get together at the 10er Marie in
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traditional clothes and to celebrate our five-year
anniversary with us at the Ottakringer Brauerei. Our
goal is to strengthen the spirit of the Multi-District
1910/1920 by planning an interesting, affordable
and productive MDPC 2018 weekend.

Rotaract

Club

Wien-Hofburg

St.

Stephan

Shortly thereafter we cooperated with members of
RAC Wien-Secession to partake in MDDR’s project
“Christmas in a Shoebox”. Altogether we were able
to pack 17 boxes for girls and boys between the
ages of 5-9 and 10-14 years –which is much more
than we anticipated, especially in comparison to last
year! So, thanks again to everyone participating and
especially to our host Lauritz Mörsen! Without all
your
collective
help,
none
of
the
#operationhappiness would have been possible!

After the handover of office took place on Oct, 12th
we had the honor to start our Rotaract year with an
opening lecture held by the former vice-chancellor
Dr. Erhard Busek. Political dish this evening were
the current aspects of security in Europe, followed
by a lively discussion. The latter showed how
diverse the theme of “security” really is, reaching
from “terror”, to “social security” up to “data security”
on the internet. The importance of data exchange to
assist policing across political boundaries, and how
the subjective feeling of safety changes among
generations was pointed out as well.

And last, but not least we had a hearty meal at the
restaurant “Gelbmanns Gaststube”, during which we
were very happy to extend a warm welcome to even
more new members and formally presented them
with pins. So, thanks a lot to Stephanie Klotz, Dr.
Florian Beck, David Bernhart, George McCoy (i.a.),
Fritz Jakse and David Springer for enlarging our
team!

Soon after we were enjoying some of the many
cultural activities planned this year–the operetta
“The Merry Widow” by Franz Lehár in the
Volksoper, and the play “Arsenic and Old Lace” by
Josef Kesselring in the Kammerspiele.
This was followed by our first social activity, visiting
the residents of the “Lebenshilfe” assisted living
facility in the 12th district, crafting bags and painting
several other textiles. We are especially proud of
the dedicated service of our then newly recruited
members Mag. Magdalena Langbauer, Armin
Weickert and Mag. Markus Kunze.

www.rotaract.at
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Rotaract Club Wien-Secession
When we were organizing the program for the
winter term we asked ourselves about the identity
that our club is representing. After some
brainstorming we concluded that our club is and
always was about deep friendship, sticking together
in tough times and supporting each other to get the
very best out of you. We thought there was no
better way to strengthen these bonds than doing
sport and this is how our event series was born:
The sport activities.
We launched on the 4th of November at the Kai
Gym. Our Sport: Krav Maga. The israelic selfdefense training is known as one of the deadliest
and most effective martial arts worldwide.
Obviously, no better way to strengthen bonds than
this. In a 2-hour training held by gym owner Bobby
we learned the basics in defending ourselves in all
sorts of different situations.

Rotaract Club Wolfsberg
Ball am Schloss (Ball on the Castle)
On 21st of November seven service clubs from
Lavanttal, including the Rotaract Club Wolfsberg,
invited to the “Ball on the castle” or in original “Ball
am Schloss”.

A very interesting experience in a professional and
sincere environment. We will come back for sure.

Another change this year is our partnership with
our friends from RAC Hofburg-St. Stephan. To
perform social projects and lectures we decided to
join forces. Our first gathering took place on the 9th
of November. We met to participate on the global
venture “Weihnachten im Schuhkarton”. Its purpose
is to pack a shoebox with presents for children in
poor regions of Europe. We are proud that we can
call it a full success. Not only because it showed
that the cooperation between the two clubs has a
bright feature in front of it, but because we could
contribute to this amazing project.

www.rotaract.at

For the second time the members from the RAC
Wolfsberg did not only visit the ball, but were also
part of the organising team.
We helped on the setup and dismantling of the
event as well as on organisational matters to create
a wonderful night for the numerous guests.
The ball on the castle took place for the sixth time
and it was, as every year since the beginning, a
sparkling night. Magnificent dresses and classy
smokings were spotted a night long.
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The revenues are donated one-to-one to the charity
organisation "Licht ins Dunkel", who are
maintaining a fund. The fund is used to help people
from Lavanttal, who are in need.
If you missed this year’s highlight of the ball season,
don´t be sad. You will get a chance to experience a
magic night at next year’s ball on the castle.

www.rotaract.at
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Upcoming events
Multi-District Events
PETS & SETS
At the President and Secretary Elect Training Seminar, Rotaractors learn everything about Rotaract in the
Districts 1910 and 1920 and their future roles as Presidents and Secretarys in their clubs. This training
takes place for both districts.
District 1920
02nd-03rd March 2018
District 1910
09th-10th March 2018, Schloss Seggau

MDPC 2018 – Vienna
The Multi-District Presidential Conference is the annual Rotaract
Conference of Austria and Bosnia Herzegovina and is hosted by
RAC Wien-Graben this year.
13th-15th April 2018
https://www.facebook.com/events/1606802902697597/

7th Ich helfe Laufend Charity Run
3rd June 2018, Augarten Vienna
www.ichhelfelaufend.at

Kids Camp
18th-22nd July 2018, St. Georgen im Attergau
www.facebook.at/kidscamp

www.rotaract.at
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International Events
REM Vilnius 2018
The Rotaract Europe Committee holds two weekend meetings (REM) and
one annual conference (EUCO) a year to support international exchange.
The next Rotaract Europe Meeting (REM) is hosted by Rotaract Clubs of
Vilnius.
18th-21st January 2018, Lithuania
http://remvilnius.com/

EUCO Antwerp 2018
The next annual conference of the Rotaract Europe Board E.R.I.C. takes
place in Antwerp.
4th-8th April 2018, Antwerp, Belgium
http://www.euco2018.be/

DEUKO 2018 – 30th Germany Conference
20th-22nd April 2018, Cologne
https://koeln.rotaract.de/deuko-2018/
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